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Now York's downtown art scone has enjoyed mere Sied cheonciens han most other Gty's at

worlds. Nan Goldn s undoutiodly 1he moat revesed of recent years, But the heenty -something
Ryan MoGandey has boen colobrated Dy many & & SucCessor, and one recent aflemoon | met

with ancther, though more reluctant canddate, Geong Gatsas. who s abowt 10 open a show ot

the Swins Inattite in New York of his photographs of several young downlown icons, alcngsde
A selecnon of thar anwork

It sounds Mo an onerous Sask documenting e bves of New York's young avant-garde Nan
Goldn's exntence never Iooked %00 rangul. and the anarchic iestyls of McGinley's close
friends, Dash Snow and Daas Colen, wiks somewhal lanpoosed recently in a profile atcle n
New York Maganne Would you really want 1o be 100 close 10 all that? Persanally, no, but
Gatsas cloary doesnt mind, and # | was o all woernd that he mught not be close encugh 1o the
8con, he had detads % % Mo ha land he halp hen ace Brayer P-Omage. the
duo farmed By the veteran performance anatl Geness P.Omdge and Jackie Beeyer.
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Gatsas moves with all sorts 105 2 tostament 10 the fact that a city's artsts ace always Saking on
the nfiuences of other vanetes of young artats who ae comeng 1 Me on Dewr doonlep
Maybe it wits Jazz musoans i the 19503 dancers Mue Yvore Raner for a conanm sice of e
603 generaton. and & was hip-hop stars and DUs %or B0s artats bke Kath Hanng So. | won-
dered. a3 Gatsas and | 38t down % cofos on Orchand Stroet, what other artints do todyy’s
yousg fing artists fedpond 15 most?

Gatsas nover rained 35 an artst Mo was bom and rased In St Gallen in Switzerland (he
comes from Geabs, 1o same small own that produced Pigdiots Rist), he studed inguages at
uiversly and only Lock up the camers A few years a0 Shorly aler that, he began sgendng
part of the year in New York, and in that tme has ntaled a senes of progects, successvely
numbared under the umbeelia te of The Process. which have fused s own pholography with
Curmianal progects Sanging Ipether cther anass

The new Swiss Insttute show, Process VT is typical, including work by a hugely dverse range of
figures such as Broyer P-Omidge. musican and performance artint Kembea Plabier poet and pho-
worapher s Cohen, and olher weltojarded anats such a3 Bran DeGraw and Lz Bougatsos
And Pere are poryas of other musicans. ansts and perfiormens e Foetus. former Sucide
muscian Marty Rev and Stephon OMalley of the drone metal band Senn O))). Invarably. they are
informally cagtused shots, Sgures pictuned at might 0n the street, shadowed in comidons, sheltered
0 SOSrwiys

Gatsas says 2ot the atwork which wil accompany this will be something boe “a second portrae”
of ™o pocpia e Ras portayed. averything will Come 10gemer in an i almas!
Instalianon, with bands e the Youn) Gods playing sets on nights during the show, and. rather
2p%y. the shde nstallation in the show wil unfold amidst a sound plece by Danish artist Jacod
Krkegaard, entied Broadway, which ampifies the sounds shootng theough e Bulsng's
SUPParting columns. effecively introducing 1o e gallery the sounds of the street
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Kirhegaard's nstaliaton will 1O SOUl! reinforce the foslng that the Process VI is locally grown, yet
when | askod Gatsas what, for him. was the essence of Bhe downiown art scene, he said he was
uncomicrtable with the whole abel “Most of the pecple know each other, and most are fom the
New York art and musc scenes. but | dont know f I'd say £ o ‘downiown’ - some lve in Beockiyn
some 0 Mashattan” The oty itsell has changed n any case. he says breaking up the old clusiers
of artists in places at created vibeant scenes ike the East Vilage n he 18803 So even though
Gatsas admits that Nan Golden 15 an influence on his work. he says that photographers ko him
Serply canl And e knd of Oty she porirryed in e eatly 10804 even f they wanled 1 “If you
take a ook around the Lower East Side, If's nOt a8 it wis %00 OF twonty yoars 300. 1 has gentrifed
very Quckly You cant st 90 10 fnends houses now and walch them shootng wpl™

The wider workd has changed as well, Gatsas says, and nOw arisls Yavel much more widely than
they used 10 That may have desthoyed he local groundng of older networks of aists, yet in many
ways 11080 networks have only been rebom in aferent forms. Gatsas %ol me, for nstance. how
he sat ut 10 got 8 porrat of he muscian Stephen O'Maley. he emadied someose in Acatrals
who inew Gatsas through hewr common fiend Norbert Moslang who ives in 5t Gallen. Simdarty
Gatsas came 10 know Ira Coben afler meeting him in Switzerand. And 1oday. when he 50t taking
pctures and curating, he also books dates for New York bands % play in Swiss lowns “i's not
ondy the New York scene ™ he says “I wanrt 10 capture all kinds of pecple who Rarve & panicular Mb.
tude, & partoular outiook on e workd. If's a porieat of a global avant-garde *
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Maorgan | siconer

Morgan Falconar & 8 joumalis! and Srisc. ARer 8% 8g0 spont mearsod in 19203 New York as a
graduate student, the resull now props Up hs Compuier, and 0day he wiites about CoMemparary
art and culture for 3 varety of pubications ncluding Art Review and Modern Panlers
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