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WHILE THEY HAVE ALREADY PLAYED TO SOLD-OUT HOUSES ON THREE CONTINENTS,
THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN SEEN ON AN AMERICAN STAGE. MIKHAIL BARYSHNIKOV’S
TRIP TO GERMANY IN NOVEMBER 2008 IS GOING TO CHANGE THAT...

SWISS DUO, ZIMMERMANN & DE PERROT, MAKES UNITED STATES
DEBUT WITH AMERICAN PREMIERE OF ‘GAFF AFF’ AT THE JEROME
ROBBINS THEATER AT THE BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER MAY 4-8 AT
8:00 PM
SHOW MARKS THEATER’S FIRST DANCE PERFORMANCE

IT WILL BE A TRIPLE FIRST WHEN THE NEWLY OPENED JEROME ROBBINS THEATER
AT THE BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER PRESENTS THE AMERICAN DEBUT OF THE YOUNG
SWISS TROUPE ZIMMERMANN & DE PERROT IN THE U.S. PREMIERE OF “GAFF AFF.” WHEN
MIKHAIL BARYSHNIKOV SAW THE DUO PERFORM IN ESSEN, GERMANY IN 2008, HE WAS
DETERMINED TO BRING THIS “AMAZING SHOW” TO NEW YORK. HENCE, THE COMPANY’S
FIVE-DAY SEASON AT BAC, MAY 4-8, MARKING THE FIRST DANCE PERFORMANCE IN THE
238-SEAT ROBBINS.

ZIMMERMANN & DE PERROT’S WORK, WHICH HAS BEEN LIKENED TO BUSTER
KEATON, JACQUES TATI AND TEX AVERY, COMBINES CIRCUS ACROBATICS, DANCE AND MIME
TO CREATE THEIR SWEETLY CHARMING COMMENTARY ON THE FRAGILE, CONTRADICTORY
NATURE OF BEING HUMAN.

METAPHORICALLY AND PHYSICALLY INTEGRAL TO ‘“GAFF AFF’S” MESSAGE, THE
WORK’S IMAGINATIVE SET CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF CARDBOARD STRUCTURES THAT ARE

TRANSFORMED INTO VARIOUS OBJECTS AS THE
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EVENING GOES ON WHILE A FANTASTICAL, GIANT TURNTABLE SERVES AS THE ENDLESSLY
REVOLVING STAGE FOR THE HAPLESS ZIMMERMANN. THE TURNTABLE DE PERROT EMPLOYS
TO SAMPLE THE SOUNDS RESTS ON A CHAOTICALLY OVERCROWDED DESK OVERFLOWING
WITH RECORDINGS.

ZIMMERMANN’S SUIT AND TIE, ITS COLLAR AKIMBO AND SHIRT PARTIALLY UNTUCKED,
BELIE HIS FRAZZLING MIND. HIS DESIRE TO CONTROL AND UNDERSTAND FORCES OUT OF
HIS CONTROL ARE CONTINUALLY UNDERMINED AS HE TRIES TO BALANCE DAILY ROUTINES—
EATING, WORKING, WALKING—ON THIS TREADMILL TO NOWHERE.

YES, MARTIN ZIMMERMAN TRIES TO TAKE COMMAND OF HIS LIFE AGAINST ALL ODDS,
BUT DOORS OPEN TO NOWHERE, CHAIRS REFUSE TO STAY STILL, AND TABLES TURN.
BALANCE BECOMES IMPOSSIBLE, YET THE INCREASINGLY CONFUSED, ENDEARINGLY
OPTIMISTIC ZIMMERMANN PERSISTS.

THE WINNER OF OVER 20 AWARDS FOR CHOREOGRAPHY, MUSIC AND SET DESIGN,
THE DUO WAS CREATED LITTLE MORE THAN A DECADE AGO IN ZURICH, SWITZERLAND.
SINCE THEN, THEY HAVE PERFORMED IN OVER 85 VENUES AND CREATED OVER SEVEN
MAJOR WORKS, ALL OF WHICH EMPLOY PORTABLE STAGE DESIGN THAT IS CREATED TO
ADJUST TO THE UNIQUE DIMENSIONS OF THE PERFORMANCE SPACE. THIS SUMMER THEY
WILL BE FEATURED AT THE AVIGNON FESTIVAL IN FRANCE. ZIMMERMANN’S BACKGROUND
INCLUDES STUDIES IN SET DESIGN AND CIRCUS ARTS. HE WAS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF
COMPAGNIE ANOMALIE AND PERFORMED IN JOSEPH NADJI’S “CRI DU CAMELEON.” WHILE
STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL IN ZURICH, DE PERROT PERFORMED AS A DJ, AND AFTER
GRADUATION PURSUED HIS MUSICAL STUDIES, MOST OF WHICH WERE SELF-TAUGHT. HE
WAS NAMED MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR IN ZURICH IN 2005.

H#HH#+#
“GAFF AFF” Is PRESENTED AT THE BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER WITH THE KIND SUPPORT
OF
PRO HELVETIA-SWISS CULTURAL COUNCIL AND THE SWISS INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK.

“GAFF AFF” IS PART OF BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER'S MAY NIGHTS IN THE JEROME
ROBBINS THEATER, A MONTH-LONG CELEBRATION OF DANCE, THEATER, MUSIC, AND FILM,
MAY 4-26, 2010. TICKETS ARE $25 FOR PERFORMANCES, AND $15 FOR THE FILM
SCREENING. A SPECIAL FIVE-SHOW DISCOUNT PASS (ONE TICKET TO ALL FIVE
PRESENTATIONS) IS AVAILABLE FOR $85. FIVE-SHOW PASSES ARE AVAILABLE BEGINNING
APRIL 12. INDIVIDUAL TICKETS FOR GAFF AFF ARE ON SALE NOW. ALL OTHER INDIVIDUAL

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE BEGINNING APRIL 19. THEY CAN BE PURCHASED THROUGH

SMARTTIX AT 212-868-4444 / WWW.SMARTTIX.COM. ALL EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE
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http://www.smarttix.com/

JEROME ROBBINS THEATER AT THE BARYSHNIKOV ARTS CENTER.

032510
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