FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FROM SWITZERLAND DIRECT
"LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK" RECEIVES AMERICAN
PREMIERE AT JOYCE SOHO, NOVEMBER 3-5

How MANY PEOPLE, EVEN OXFORD SCHOLARS, ARE FLUENT IN ANCIENT BRICK?

“LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK,” A WITTY, WHIMSICAL, SURREAL
DANCE/PERFORMANCE WORK BY A GROUP OF SWISS ARTISTS INSPIRED BY GEORGE
HERRIMAN’S CLASSIC AMERICAN CcOMIC STRIP, KRAZY KAT, WILL RECEIVE ITS
AMERICAN PREMIERE AT JOYCE SOHO, NOVEMBER 3-5.

SET IN A THREE-DIMENSIONAL COMIC STRIP BOX THAT RECALLS COCONINO
COUNTY, THE METAPHYSICAL DESERT WHERE HERRIMAN’S ORIGINAL STORY TOOK
PLACE, “LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK” TELLS OF KRAZY KAT WHOSE OBSESSIVE
LOVE OF IGNATZ MOUSE IS MET WITH THE MOUSE’S ONGOING DISDAIN. OFFISSA BULL
PUPP, THE COUNTY POLICEMAN, TRIES TO PROTECT THE GUILELESS KRAZY KAT FROM
THE BRICKS ROCKETED AT HIM BY THE CONTEMPTUOUS IGNATZ MOUSE. SO BLINDED
BY HIS PASSION FOR IGNATZ, KRAZY KAT INTERPRETS THE BRICKS AIMED AT HIS HEAD
AS MISSIVES OF LOVE. THE POLICEMAN REMAINS HELL-BENT ON LOCKING THE CRUEL
MOUSE INTO THE COUNTY JAIL FOR HIS LAWLESS BEHAVIOR. AND SO IT GOES, ON AND
ON, AGAIN AND AGAIN. LIKE THE ORIGINAL COMIC STRIP, THE PERFORMANCE IS ABOUT
OBSESSION, LOVE, HATE, THE CONFUSIONS IN GENDER, AND REPETITION--ALL TOLD
WITH POETIC WIT AND SWEET IRONY.

PREMIERED IN MARCH, 2011 IN GENEVA, “LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK”
IS CONCEIVED AND DIRECTED BY VISUAL ARTIST MAI-THU PERRET. THE
CHOEOGRAPHY IS BY PERRET AND FRENCH CHOREOGRAPHER LAURENCE YADI. THE
MUSIC FOR THE SHOW IS BY VINCENT DE ROGUIN, AND THE SONGWRITER IS TAMARA
BANETT-HERRIN, WHO WILL PERFORM LIVE. THE COSTUMES ARE BY THE PARIS-BASED

FASHION DESIGNER LIGIA DIAS.
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MAI-THU PERRET, 35, WHO HOLDS A BA IN ENGLISH LITERATURE FROM
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY, HAS WORKED AS AN ASSISTANT TO VARIOUS NEW YORK
ARTISTS INCLUDING JOHN TEMBLAY AND STEVEN PARRINO. SHE BEGAN TO SHOW
HER OWN WORK IN SWITZERLAND AND ABROAD IN 1999, AND IN 2002 MOVED BACK TO
NEW YORK, WHERE SHE ATTENDED THE STUDIO SECTION OF THE WHITNEY
INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM. IN 2004, SHE TOOK PART IN ART BASEL’S
STATEMENTS, A SECTION OF THE FAIR DEVOTED TO SOLO PRESENTATIONS BY YOUNG
ARTISTS. IN 2006, SHE WAS GIVEN A SOLO EXHIBITION AT THE RENAISSANCE SOCIETY
IN CHICAGO, FOLLOWED BY ONE PERSON SHOWS IN VARIOUS MUSEUMS AND
INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING THE BONNEFANTEN MUSEUM IN MAASTRICHT IN 2007, THE
SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF MODERN ART AND THE KITCHEN IN NEW YORK CITY IN
2008, AND THE ASPEN ART MUSEUM IN 2009. SHE WAS AWARDED THE SWISS
FEDERAL PRIZE FOR FINE ARTS 2004 AND 2006, THE KIEFER BABLITZEL PRZE IN
2006, AND THE 2011 MANOR ART PRIZE, WHICH WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SOLO
EXHIBITION AT MAMCO IN GENEVA. IN 2009, SHE CO-CURATED SHOWS AT THE
POMPIDOU CENTER IN PARIS AND KUNSTHALLE BERN.

THE ATTACHED LINKS REVEAL THE INSPIRATION FOR LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT

BRICK AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, THEY WILL MAKE YOU SMILE: KRAZY KAT AND

IGNATZ MOUSE AT THE CIRCUS, KRAZY KAT GOES A-WOOING, KRAZY KAT BUGOLOGY .

ALL PERFORMANCES OF “LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK,” NOVEMBER 3, 4, 5, ARE
AT 8PM.

TICKETS ARE $15, AND CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT
HTTP://WWW.JOYCE.ORG/JOYCESOHO/, BY CALLING 212-242-0800, OR IN PERSON AT
THE JOYCE SOHO BOX OFFICE, 155 MERCER STREET AT W HOUSTON.

HHH

THE NEW YORK PERFORMANCES OF “LOVE LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK” RECEIVED
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM PRO HELVETIA, SWISS ARTS COUNCIL, GENEVA CITY, FONDS
MUNICIPAL D'ART CONTMPORAIN (FMAC), GENEVA STATE, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
SCHWEIZERISCHE INTERPRETENSTIFTUNG (SIS), AND DAVID KORDANSKY GALLERY.

THE PERFORMANCES ARE A PRESENTATION OF THE SWISS INSTITUTE AND PERFORMA
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH JOYCE SOHoO.

PERFORMA 11 (NOVEMBER 1-21, 2011) IS THE FOURTH EDITION OF THE
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED BIENNIAL OF NEW VISUAL ART PERFORMANCE PRESENTED BY
PERFORMA, THE LEADING ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO EXPLORING THE CRITICAL ROLE OF
LIVE PERFORMANCE IN THE HISTORY OF TWENTIETH-CENTURY ART AND TO ENCOURAGING NEW
DIRECTIONS IN PERFORMANCE FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY. PERFORMA-ARTS.ORG
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNrL_-jVvXo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNrL_-jVvXo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcmfe0F6vVA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ESzUkmCiIA
http://www.joyce.org/joycesoho/

